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by the Queen, and lie would have to arrange with the
jewellers for the terms of payment. In the trans-
action, which was to be concluded by the Cardinal
alone, the Queen was not to be mentioned. Was not
the secret authorization, signed by the Queen, a suf-
ficient guarantee, Madame de La Motte asked, and
did not the Queen thereby give the Cardinal a token
of exceptional confidence ?

The prelate, still under the impression of the scene
in the garden, did not hesitate for a moment. Be-
sides, Cagliostro had declared that the matter was
quite worthy of the Cardinal, and that it would be
the prelude to a whole series of triumphs in different
directions.

January 29, Boehmer and Bassenge went to the
Cardinal's palace, rue Vieille du Temple, and signed
a paper containing the conditions of the sale. The
price of the necklace was one million six hundred
thousand francs, payable in four instalments, at inter-
vals of four months.

January 31, Boehmer and Bassenge returned to the
Cardinal's palace. The prelate showed them the
contract, bearing the word "Approved," and the sig-
nature "Marie Antoinette de France," both the handi-
work of Madame de La Motte's usual forger. The
affair was concluded, and the jewellers departed bliss-
fully happy.

The next day, February 1, the Cardinal, to whom
the necklace had been delivered, went to Versailles,
to the little lodging which Madame de La Motte oc-